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TRANSLATE INTO PORTUGUESE
Hong Koong Under Chinese Rule

One country, two systems, Beijing's promise 0 Hong Kong has the virtue of
simplicity. In the West it comjures up the notion of a tiny island of advanced
civilization lodging precariously inside 2 primative, monohthic communist mainland .
In China, though, it's a glaring undsrstatement. Two svstems? China today has dozens
of political and economic experiments jostling one another, all progressing in different
directions at different speeds. One country? China is many countrics already. Hong
Kong will be just one more participant in an unfinished revolution.

The People's Republic is still a police state with one firm red line: Thou shalt not
overthrow the Communist Party government. Yet the vast majority of Chinese people
are surprisingly free. The society is so rapidly reshaping itself that even its own leaders
are often overwhelmed. This vast, tumultuous land 15 a startling work in progress that
has abandoned orthodox Marxism but not vet settled on fixed altemative arrangements.
The Chinese are no longer what they were but are not sure what they will become,

This story is not about the Politburo in Beijing or even the thousands of dissidents
locked away in jails. It is a tale of ordinary people in three regions, no more but also no
less representative of the “real” China. While communism and democracy form the
two poles of the country’s political drama, most Chinese live their lives somewhere in
between, feeling their way cautiously forward. Politics remains hard for people to
discuss, not just because they are afraid to but because that is not primarily where their
interests lie. Many do not yet have a vocabulary that extends beyond the freedom 1o get
rich. But some are, slowly, expressing aspirations for greater guarantees of personal
hberty, for laws they can understand and trust.

The country is a mosaic of backwardness and new thinking, of worship of Mammon
and nostalgia for Mao. Hong Kong poses no graver threat to the powers in Beijing than
homegrown forces alrcady at work; the embrace of individual enterprise has forever
undermined the basic tenets of communism. The pace and uncertainty of this unique
transition frighten as many Chinese as they embolden. Whatever the Chinese are on
the way to becoming, they offer this counsel: Naixin. Patience. Xwyao shifian. It takes
time.
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